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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

U.S, SECTION OF JOINT U.S,-MEXICO LABOR COMMITTEE 

BACKS MEXICAN GOVERNMENT WITHDRAWAL OF BRACEROS 
Frank L, Noakes, Chairman of the U.S. Section of the Joint United States-Mexico 
Trade Union Committee, today said that the United States labor movement "stands 
fully behind the Mexican Government in its action ordering the withdrawal of Mexican 
contract workers from the strike-bound lettuce fields in California's Imperial 
Valley,” 
"Once again, the workers of the United States have seen the Mexican Government stand 
firmly behind the assurances it has repeatedly given to the Joint Committee that it 
will never allow the Mexican contract workers coming to the United States to be 
used aS strike breakers or in other ways which will adversely affect the interests 
of domestic farm labor,” Noakes declared, "On behalf of the U.S, workers whose 
interests are once again being protected by the action of the Mexican Government, I 
wish to express our heartfelt thanks," 
Noting that the strikes by the United Packinghouse Workers and the AFL-CIO Agricul- 
tural Workers Organizing Committee have been recognized by the U,S,Department of 
Labor, Noakes termed "incredible" and "a pompous meddling in international affairs 
which are beyond the jurisdiction of the court" the action of a local judge in 
issuing an injunction which sought to prevent the Mexican Government from taking 


such action, 


"Once again a local court, acting beyond its authority, has become involved in inter- 


national affairs to the detriment of our nation," Noakes said, "I believe that the 
Administration should make clear at once that it does not intend to tolerate any 


action by employers of bracero labor which seeks to use local judges under their 


= 973 
political domination to thwart the International Agreement with Mexico. One way 
of doing this would be to deny the future use of bracero labor to these growers, 
who voluntarily having signed the contract in which they pledge to abide by the 
International Agreement, then openly violate it in this way. We must remember 
that none of these employers had to sign the contract in the first place and that, 


when they violate it much more than just their own transgressions against human 


decency and the law are involved--each violation places the good name and honor of 


the United States Government, which is pledged to uphold its commitments to Mexico, 
before the bar of world opinion,” 

The U.S, Section of the Joint United States-Mexico Trade Union Committee represents 
the AFL-CIO, the United Mine Workers and the railroad unions affiliated with the 
Railway Labor Executives’ Association in matters concerning migratory labor, The 
Mexican Section is comprised of unions representing approximately 90 percent of 


organized labor in Mexico, 
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January 31, 1961 


To Members and Staff of the United States Section: 


I am pleased to inform you that Chairman Noakes has 
tentatively set the date for the next meeting of the United 
States Section, Joint United States-Mexico Trade Union 
Committee for March 8, 1961 at 2:00 P.M, in Room 403, AFL-CIO 
Building, 815 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C, 

This date is subject to later confirmation, Meanwhile, 


I would appreciate if you would make tentative arrangements 


to attend. 


Serafino Romualdi 
Secretary 
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THE JOINT UNITED STATES-MEXICO TRADE UNION COMMITTEE IS AN OFFICIAL COMMITTEE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN REGIONAL 
ORGANIZATION OF WORKERS (ORIT), WHICH IS AFFILIATED WITH THE INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREE TRADE 


UNIONS. 


THE MEXICAN SECTION IS COMPOSED OF ORGANIZATIONS REPRESENTING APPROXIMATELY 95 PERCENT OF ORGAN- 
IZED LABOR IN MEXICO. 


THE UNITED STATES SECTION REPRESENTS THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR AND CONGRESS 


OF INDUSTRIAL. ORGANIZATIONS, THE UNITED MINE WORKERS OF AMERICA AND THE RAILWAY BROTHERHOODS AFFILIATED 
WITH THE RAILWAY LABOR EXECUTIVES ASSOCIATION. 


